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Embassy of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
in The Republic of China (Taiwan)

6F, No.9-1, Lane 62, Phone: 8862 28771609
Tianmu West Rd Fax: 886228771619
Taipei 11157, Taiwan E-mail: svgembassy.tw@gmail.com

REMARKS FOR 20th JUNE, 2020

Distinguished guests; Father Abdon; Executive Members of Parents' Associations; Management
of Zhongshan Girls' High School; Officers of Cathay Life Insurance; well-wishers; students,
Good morning to you All!

[ must begin by thanking our gracious chairperson today, Mr Brandon Chang, for his generosity
of spirit and for his dedication to what may best be termed "the cause of goodwill". I became an
advisor to Happy Home World Alliance International as a result of having been invited to do so
by Mr Chang. After this, my country's need for Disaster Relief Assistance was championed by
Mr Chang to the point where a Global Disaster Relief Alliance was launched at the Legislative
Yuan on Monday 4th May,2020. On that day, Cathay Life Insurance was the first to present our
embassy with tangible contributions towards our Global Disaster Relief Alliance. Thank you
again Cathay Life. Since then, Mr Chang has facilitated my meeting with the Secretary General
of the National Science and Technology Center for Disaster Reduction and the Director General
of the National Center for Research on Earthquake Engineering. As it stands now, my country is
about to sign a Memorandum of Co-operation which seeks to establish the areas of disaster
preparedness, disaster management and disaster mitigation with which Taiwan will assist Saint
Vincent and the Grenadines. My country and I owe Mr Chang a debt of gratitude for the speed
with which we have been able to get to this stage in the achievement of our goals. Thank you
very much Mr Chang.

[ also thank Mr Chang for his role in organizing today's function, which gives me an
opportunity to address you briefly on two issues which mean a great deal to me: the role of
schooling and the importance of moulding young persons into effective leaders.

I am a teacher and I have spent close to forty years in the classroom. Being at this school this
morning impacts me in a number of ways. I am honoured to be here. I gather that this school is
120 years old and it is the alma mater of President Tsai. I had had the opportunity of serving as
the headmistress of my own alma mater, The St Vincent Girls' High School, for thirteen years.
My alma mater is 109 years old and my mother had also served as headmistress for a fifteen
year period. The St Vincent Girls' High School was also her alma mater. Thus you will
appreciate how much I have been moulded by the school structure and the significance which I
place on schooling with regard to socio-economic advancement and the enlightenment of the
human spirit. When I speak of schooling, I am specifically referring to the transmission of
education which takes place within the walls of classrooms, the education which takes place as
a result of these teaching spaces. A great deal of human education takes place outside of the
classroom, but the schooling to which I am here referring is classroom based or dependent. This
type of schooling transmits a variety of subject disciplines from the core areas of Language,
Math, Science and Technology to the elective disciplines of the Social Sciences and the more



Creative genres. Most importantly however, is that schooling does not just teach us WHAT to
think, it teaches us HOW to think, and it is the HOW of thinking, the means of developing from
the literal to the abstract levels of thought, which ensures an ability to become a life-long
learner. So let me reiterate: the major value of schooling is that it teaches one how to think.
Schooling endows the schooled with a tool for achieving growth, self-fulfilment, self-
knowledge and a sense of one's place in the global environment.

It is therefore clear, that schooling plays a crucial role in moulding young persons for their roles
in their families, their roles in their communities, their roles in their countries and their roles on
the global stage. This reality, this concept, aligns with one of the important objectives of Happy
Home World Alliance International (HHWAI). HHWALI's tenets rest on the strengthening and
the protection of the family, so that young persons would in turn be empowered by the family's
love and security. HHWAI's family T.A.B.L.E, which is built on talking, affirming, blessing,
listening and enjoyably embracing, is geared towards the moulding of confident young persons.
These young persons would in turn become effective leaders, charged with a vision of global
peace and harmony which would be informed by knowledge of and respect for one another.
HHWALI hopes to take this vision to the United Nations in August, 2021, where a 60-Country
Forum would be held. The necessity of such a forum is without doubt, and its timeliness is
unparalleled. We are well aware right now that young persons are leading the charge for racial
justice in the United States and around the world under the banner of #Black Lives Matter. This
slogan is not restricted to Black Lives though Black Lives are central. The slogan encompasses
marginalized and disenfranchised people the world over. Therefore HHWAI's U.N. 60-Country
forum is designed to place the voices of young persons on the table for meaningful engagement
and interaction. These young persons from at least 60 different countries, schooled in
disciplines which teach respect for and the value of diversity, must be able to make a positive
difference to the global discourse on social justice and equity. The pandemic caused by
COVID-19 poignantly demonstrated to us the artificiality of our geographical borders. This
pandemic allowed us to recognize the necessity of a global perspective which values our shared
humanity above vainglorious socio-economic and geopolitical structures. This perspective will
be advanced once our young persons are given the opportunity to speak with one, yet diverse
voice to a global audience. This then is why the Embassy of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
in the Republic of China/Taiwan, stands with Happy Home World Alliance International in its
ambitious 2021 objective. Let us all be brave enough to work towards the realization of this
objective. The goodwill which drives this objective is simple but it is strong. Let us make it
even stronger by having faith in the ultimate strength of small forces working together to
accomplish big outcomes. Youths comprise a country's vitality. Let us resolve to harness this
vitality to enhance our world. Thank You.
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In the midst of global Covid-19 pandemic- A& > Ik @3 % L HE F X in{7 v

We are family, #* 7* ¥ - %A > When-3§

We talk together in order to bring out facts and bring about a cure.
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We affirm those dedicated medical workers and police officers who care for the sick and ill ones.
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We build hope and shelter for those afflicted with Covid-19.
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We love one another through social distancing and reaching out to the needy.
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We encourage one another to show solidarity to flght this global pandemic, and revive the economy.
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In the midst of lockdown at home- & %] & 4k 2 &_f& joiuffz v

We are family, #* i* & - %A > When-§

We talk together on what we value most and what unite us as a family.
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We applaud each other’s contribution to family and accept each other’s responsibility in tough time.
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We bond together to build 9 elements of family strengths.
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We love family members in a new way through learning each other’s unique needs and different concerns.
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We enjoy each other’s company to get ready to embark on a new life journey together.
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